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Abstract 

The perpetual points have been defined recently as characteristic points in a dynamical system. 

In many unexcited linear and nonlinear mechanical systems, the perpetual points are associated 

with rigid body motions and form the perpetual manifolds. The mechanical systems that admit 

rigid body motions as solutions are called perpetual. In the externally forced mechanical system, 

the definition of perpetual points to the exact augmented perpetual manifolds extended. The exact 

augmented perpetual manifolds are associated with the rigid body motion of mechanical systems 

but with externally excited. The definition of the exact augmented perpetual manifolds leads to a 

theorem that defines the conditions of an externally forced mechanical system to be moving as a 

rigid body. Therefore, it defines the conditions of excitation of only this specific type of similar 

modes, the rigid body modes. Herein, as a continuation of the theorem, a corollary is written and 

proved. It mainly states that the exact augmented perpetual manifolds for each mechanical system 

are not unique and are infinite. In an example of a mechanical system, the theory is applied by 

considering different excitation forces in two-time intervals. The numerical simulations with the 

analytical solutions are in excellent agreement, which is certifying the corollary. 

Further, due to the different solutions in the two-time intervals, there is a discontinuity in the 

vector field and the system's overall solution. Therefore, the state space formed by the exact 

augmented perpetual manifold is nonsmooth. This work is the first step in examining the exact 

augmented perpetual manifolds of mechanical systems. Further work is needed to understand 

them, which mathematical space they belong to, considering that nonsmooth functions might 

form them.  
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1. Introduction 

The perpetual points (PPs) in mathematics were defined recently in Prasad (2015). The 

significance of perpetual points in examining the dynamics of systems is ongoing research. The 

PPs can be determined by considering, in a dynamical system, accelerations, and jerks equal to 

zero but for nonzero velocities. Currently, there are four, relevant to PPs, directions. The first 

research direction is about developments of PPs theory with mathematical definitions and 

experiments to verify them (Brzeski and Virgin 2017, Dudkowski et al 2016, Prasad 2015-2016). 

In the second research direction, the PPs are used to locate hidden and chaotic attractors 
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(Chowdhurry 2020, Dudkowski et al 2015-2018, Kuznetsov 2018, Nazaimehr 2017a-b, Yu 

2020). The third research direction is relevant to use them for identifying dissipative systems 

(Brzeski and Virgin 2018, Cang 2017, Jafari et al 2015, Wang et al 2020, Wu et al 2018). The 

fourth research direction is about using the PPs in mechanics (Georgiades 2020a-b, Georgiades 

2021a-c). In unforced mechanical systems, the PPs with rigid body motions are correlated 

(Georgiades 2020a-b). The mechanical systems admitting rigid body motions are called perpetual 

mechanical systems (Georgiades 2021a-b). Also, in (Georgiades 2021a-b), the definition of 

augmented perpetual manifolds is given, leading to a theorem that defines the conditions that a 

mechanical system, under external forcing, in the exact augmented perpetual manifolds, is 

moving as a rigid body. In (Georgiades 2021c), a corollary stated and proved that different 

mechanical systems could have the same exact augmented perpetual manifolds.  

Following the proved theorem in Georgiades (2021a-b), herein, a corollary is written and 

proved. The theory, through an example of a mechanical system with numerical simulations, is 

certified.  

2. Corollary 

Corollary - The exact augmented perpetual manifolds are not unique for each discrete perpetual 

mechanical system, and they are infinite. 

Proof: 

Considering two different external vectors (   ,
BA

i iF F in a perpetual mechanical system, 

then the two systems of equations of motion are given by, 
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whereas, 

,
 
 i jM  is a real N N  inertia matrix with elements that can be, nonsmooth, nonlinear, time and 

state depended, functions but having at least one nonzero sum of k-row for all time instants,  

,
 
 i jK  and ,

 
 i jC , are real N N  constant, stiffness and proportional to velocity vector, 

matrices,  
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 NL
iF  is a 1N   vector of nonlinear internal forces with elements state depended nonlinear 

functions which can be nonsmooth but single-valued for rigid body motions, and  , 0 0
NL

i sF q   

for sq  ,  

 iF  is a real 1N   vector of external forces with elements, time and state dependent, maybe 

nonlinear and nonsmooth functions. 

The system is perpetual which means zero internal forces for rigid body motions, or 

expressed in mathematical form, 

                , ,1 1 , 0a a a aq t q t q t q t         
   

NL
i j i j iC K F  (3) 

Since the system is perpetual for rigid body motion equations (1-2) are taking the forms, 
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Based on the theorem of Georgiades (2021), for a solution in the exact augmented perpetual 

manifolds, the external forces for each equation should be correlated through, 
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and for the 2nd type of external forces, 
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Replacing equation (6) in equation (4) leads to the differential equation with vector field 𝐺𝐴 

describing the motion in the exact augmented perpetual manifold for the first type of external 

forces, and that is given by 
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Similarly, the replacement of equation (7) in (5) leads to a differential equation with vector 

field  B AG G  describing the motion in the exact augmented perpetual manifold for the 2nd type 

of external forces, and that is given by, 
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Therefore, it leads to two different solutions. 

In order to make the proof very clear, without losing the generality of the proof, constant 

inertia matrix is considered with the following two forms of external forces, 
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The solutions through equations (8), considering the explicit form of the first type of external 

forces (eq. 10) as follows is obtained,  
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and with direct integration leads to, 
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The solutions of the 2nd type of external forces through equation (9), considering the explicit 

form of the external forces (eq. 11) as follows is obtained, as follows, 
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and with direct integration leads to, 
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Considering any integer number of AN  and the possibility that  AN   and for BN 

, with 0c   , the solutions of the two vector fields are the same and they seem infinite. Also, 

one more solution for 0, 0c    is defined that exists through the 2nd vector field  BG , which 

leads to infinite solutions. Instead of a linear in time function, any other function can be used. 

The solutions obtained for both systems of equations, for at least one nonzero amplitude, 

leads to particle-wave motion. If the constant terms (last two) of velocity in equation (13) are 

zero, then the motion is a particle-standing wave. 

The analysis herein is elementary, and a detailed analysis of the mathematical space of the 

functions defining the exact augmented perpetual manifolds can be done elsewhere by 

considering that they might be nonsmooth functions too, which leads to much-complicated 

analysis. 

3. Example of a mechanical system 

In this section, an example of a mechanical system is examined. Figure 1 shows the mechanical 

system, with the following equations of motion, 
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It is straightforward to show that the left side of equations (18) corresponds to a perpetual 

mechanical system. Setting equal displacements and equal velocities, and zero external forcing 

vector, the accelerations are equal to zero. The equations of jerks, neglecting the external forcing 

vector, are given by, 
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 (19) 

Setting accelerations equal to zero, equal velocities, and equal displacements in equation (19) 

leads that also the jerks are zero. Therefore, the system is forming a perpetual mechanical system. 

 

Fig. 1. Configuration of the mechanical system. 

The parameters are 1 2000 m kg , and 2 1000 m kg . The linear coupling stiffness is  

6
1 10   /k N m  and the nonlinear stiffness is 

5 3
2 5 10   /k N m  . Modal analysis of the underlying 

linear system leads to the first natural frequency is zero, and the 2nd one is 2 38.73rad
s

  . 

The damping coefficient is 1 516.398  /c N s m  , obtained as a 1% damping ratio for the 2nd 

mode, and the nonlinear damping coefficient has same value 2 516.398 c N  with 6
10   /b s m  

(significantly high to approximate dry friction).  

Two-time intervals of 1s each are considered. In the first time interval, the external forces 

are given by equation (10) with 100AN  , and, 
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In the 2nd time interval, the external forces are given by the equation (11), with 150BN  , 

and, 
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The external forcing vectors are following equations (6-7), and the analytical solution by 

equations (13-14) and (16-17), are given for the two-time intervals, respectively. 

The numerical simulations with Scilab 5.5.2 64-bit (The Scilab Team 2015) using ‘Adams’ 

solver with time step 4
1 10dt


   s, relative and absolute tolerance 14

1 10


 , have been performed.  

The initial conditions are    0 0 1x y m  ,    0 0 795.774715  /x y m s   . For the 1st 

time interval, these initial conditions lead to particle standing multi-frequency wave motion, and 

for the considered excitation frequencies with a period of 1s. 

In Figure 2, the displacements are depicted, whereas the numerically determined 

displacements of the two masses seem to coincide with the analytical solution obtained for the 1st 

time interval from equation (14) and the 2nd interval from equation (17). Therefore, the motion is 

a rigid body and in the augmented perpetual manifolds. The motion is entirely different in the 

two-time intervals. 

Examining the maximum of the maxima of absolute differences between the analytical 

solution with all timeseries of the numerically determined displacements, for the first (second) 

time interval is 9
1.62 10 m


   9

3.22 10 m


 , leads to the conclusion that they are minimal. 

Figure 3 depicts the velocities, whereas the velocities of the two masses seem that they 

coincide with the analytical solution obtained for the 1st time interval from equation (13) and for 

the 2nd interval from equation (16). The perfect agreement can be certified further considering the 

maximum of the maxima of the absolute differences between all timeseries of all the numerically 

determined velocities with the analytical solution for the 1st (2nd) time interval have the minimal 

value of 9
2.92 10 /m s


   8

2.60 10 /m s


 .  

 

Fig. 2. Displacements of the system. (a) for the 1st time interval 0-1 s, and (b) for the 2nd time 

interval 1-2 s. 

Therefore, the numerical results coincide with the analytical solutions derived in the previous 

section, which certifies the theory's validity. 
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Standing wave motion for the first interval can be certified by the close-ups in Figures 2a,3a, 

whereas the periodicity of the motion with 1s period is evident.  

 

Fig. 3. Velocities of the system. (a) for the 1st time interval 0-1 s, and (b) for the 2nd time 

interval 1-2 s. 

4. Conclusions 

A corollary is written and it proved that a mechanical system's exact augmented perpetual 

manifolds are not unique and infinite. The theory applied in an example of a mechanical system 

with two different types of excitation forces and with numerical simulations is certified. The exact 

augmented perpetual manifold comprised of the two different ones on each time interval is a 

nonsmooth function with discontinuity of the vector field on the 1s that the external forces are 

changed. As a continuation of this work, further mathematical analysis of the mathematical space 

of the functions defining the exact augmented perpetual manifolds can be done, noting that they 

might be nonsmooth functions too, which leads to much-complicated analysis. 

References 

Brzeski P, Virgin LN (2017). Experimental Investigation of perpetual points in mechanical 

systems, Nonlinear Dyn, 90,2917-2928. 

Brzeski P, Virgin LN (2018). System identification of energy dissipation in a mechanical model 

undergoing high velocities: An indirect use of perpetual points, Mech Sys Sig Proc, 108, 115-

125. 

Cang S, Wu A, Wang Z, Chen Z (2017). Four-dimensional autonomous dynamical systems with 

conservative flows: two-case study, Nonlinear Dyn, 89, 2495–2508. 

Chowdhurry SN, Ghosh D (2020). Hidden attractors: A new chaotic system without equilibria, 

Eur. Phys J Special Top, 229, 1299-1308. 

Dudkowski D, Prasad A, Kapitaniak T (2015). Perpetual points and hidden attractors in 

dynamical systems, Phys Lett A, 379, 2591-2596. 

Dudkowski D, Prasad A, Kapitaniak T (2016). Perpetual points and periodic perpetual loci in 

maps, Chaos, 26, 103103. https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4964266 

https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4964266


Journal of the Serbian Society for Computational Mechanics / Vol. 15 / No. 2, 2021 

 

 

9 

Dudkowski D, Jafari S, Kapitaniak T, Kuznetsov NV, Leonov GA, Prasad A (2016). Hidden 

attractors in dynamical systems, Phys Rep, 637, 1-50.  

Dudkowski D, Prasad A, Kapitaniak T (2017). Perpetual Points: New Tool for Localization of 

Coexisting Attractors in Dynamical Systems, Int J Bifurcat Chaos, 27(4), 1750063. 

Dudkowski D, Prasad A, Kapitaniak T (2018). Describing chaotic attractors: Regular and 

perpetual points, Chaos, 28(3), 033604. 

Georgiades F (2020a). Theorem and observation about the nature of perpetual points in 

conservative mechanical systems. Proc. IUTAM Symposium on Exploiting NonLinear 

Dynamics for Engineering Systems, ENOLIDES 2018 (Eds. I. Kovacic, S. Lenci), IUTAM 

Bookseries, 37, 91-104. Springer, Cham (2020). 

Georgiades F (2020b). Perpetual points in natural dissipative with viscous damping mechanical 

systems: A theorem and a remark, P I Mech Eng C-J Mech Eng Sci (online first 2020). doi: 

10.1177/0954406220934833 

Georgiades F (2021a). Augmented perpetual manifolds and perpetual mechanical systems-Part I: 

Definitions, theorem and corollary for triggering perpetual manifolds, application in reduced 

order modeling and particle-wave motion of flexible mechanical systems, ASME J Comp 

Nonlinear Dyn, 16 (7), 071005. https://doi.org/10.1115/1.4050554 

Georgiades F (2021b). Augmented perpetual manifolds, a corollary: Dynamics of natural 

mechanical systems with eliminated internal forces, Proc. of NODYCON21, Rome, 

NODYCON, Springer (in press). 

Georgiades F (2021c). Exact augmented perpetual manifolds: Corollary about different 

mechanical systems with exactly the same motions, Math Prob Eng (in press). 

Jafari S, Nazaimehr F, Sprott JC, Golpayegani SMRH (2015). Limitation of perpetual points for 

confirming conservation in dynamical systems, Int J Bifurcat Chaos, 25, 1550182. 

Kuznetsov NV, Leonov GA, Mokaev TN, Prasad A, Shrimali MD (2018). Finite-time Lyapunov 

dimension and hidden attractor of the Rabinovich system, Nonlinear Dyn 92, 267-285. 

Nazaimehr F, Saaeidi B, Jafari S, Sprott JC (2017a). Are Perpetual Points Sufficient for Locating 

Hidden Attractors?, Int J Bifurcat Chaos, 27(3), 1750037. 

Nazaimehr F, Jafari S, Golpayegani SMRH, Sprott JC (2017b). Categorizing Chaotic Flows from 

the Viewpoint of Fixed Points and Perpetual Points, Int J Bifurcat Chaos, 27(2), 1750023. 

Prasad A (2015). Existence of perpetual points in nonlinear dynamical systems and its 

applications, Int. J. Bif. Chaos, 25(2), 1530005, 2015.Doi: 10.1142/S0218127415300050 

Prasad A (2016). A note on topological conjugacy for perpetual points, Int J Nonlinear Sci, 21, 

60-64. 

The Scilab Team (2015). Version 5.5.2. http://scilab.org 

Wang N, Zhang G, Bao H (2020). Infinitely many coexisting conservative flows in a 4D 

conservative system inspired by LC circuit, Nonlinear Dyn, 99, 3197-3216. 

Wu A, Cang S, Zhang R, Wang Z, Chen Z (2018). Hyperchaos in a Conservative System with 

Nonhyperbolic Fixed Points, Complexity, 2018, 9430637. 

Yu F, Zhang Z, Liu L, Shen H, Huang Y, Shi C, Cai S, Song Y, Du S, Xu Q (2020). Secure 

Communication Scheme Based on a New 5D Multistable Four-Wing Memristive 

Hyperchaotic System with Disturbance Inputs, Complexity, 2020, 5859273. 

 

https://doi.org/10.1115/1.4050554
http://scilab.org/



